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● Ongoing research project

● Aiming at reviewing relevant literature studies, such as CALL, Quizlet, and 

definitions of second language (L2) vocabulary learning 

● Further designing an experienment based on the literature reviewed in an 

effort to conduct the research 

● Exploring if Word Up can effectively facilitate L2 learners’ vocabulary 

development
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Motivation



Motivation
Myself

● Having an interest in second language acquisition & English language 

teaching

● Having a desire to challenge myself 

Research Project

● Having observed a need for a more effective & efficient learning method

● Being inspired by previous studies in relavent fields of research (e.g. Chien, 

2013; Dizon, 2016 ; Sangtuptim, 2018; Çinar & Arı, 2019; Okkan & Aydın, 2020; Aprilani, 

2021)
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Purposes
Myself

● Delving deeper into the field of research of L2 vocabulary acquisition  

● Summarsing and using my learning & research outcomes as a material for 

future college application 

Research Project

● To examine the effectiveness of applying Word Up in L2 vocabulary learning

● To investigate participants’ perceptions of Word Up to learn L2 vocabulary

● To suggest English language learners an evidence-based learning method
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Learning Methods



Learning Methods (Reading Relevant Literature) 



Learning Methods (Preparation for Conducting the Research) 
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Project Timeline



Project Timeline (Original)

Week Tasks & Progress

1 Report & discuss current progress with advisor + design research 
questions

2 Attend the Self-Directed Learning consulting meeting + read 
relevant literature + design the experienment

3 Read relevant literature + conduct the pretest

4 Read relevant literature + design a questionnaire

5 Read relevant literature + write Introduction

6-7 Write Introduction & discuss with advisor

8-10 Write Literature Review, Methodology & discuss with advisor



Project Timeline (Original)

Week Tasks & Progress

11 Make Learning Outcomes poster 

12 Conduct the posttest

13 Collect & analyse the data + make Learning Outcomes poster

14 Write Results and Analysis, Conclusion, Limitations and 
Suggestions for Future Research 

15-17
Write References + make Learning Outcomes poster + prepare a 

PowerPoint presentation + make an E-portfolio for the Self-Directed 
Learning Programme

18 Rehearse the Learning Outcomes presentation with advisor

19 Learning Outcomes Presentation Day



Week 1
Week 2-10

Week 11-16

Discuss current 
progress with 
advisor

Project Timeline (Revised)

Week 17
Week 18

Week 19

Read relevant 
literature & 
books on CALL 
and MALL

Write Literature 
Review & 
design the 
experiment 

Make a learning 
outcomes poster

Prepare a PowerPoint 
presentation

Learning Outcomes 
Presentation
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Learning Outcomes



SWOT Analysis--Word Up
Strengths
● App & website 
● AI-driven & database-based learning
● Pronunciation function available 
● Connected to Merriam-Webster 

Vocabulary.com, and Cambridge
● The Forgetting Curve theory 

implemented 

Weaknesses
● Plausibly not easy for non-digital natives 

to use
● Card sets cannot be shared with other 

learners 
● Only supports Chinese language 

Opportunities
● Increasing demand for a more efficient & 

effective learning method
● Having the potential to save one a 

massive amount of time to arrange the 
review schedule 

Threats
● A great number of apps & learning 

platforms having similar functions as 
Word Up have been developed (e.g., 
Quizlet, Kahoot, Duolingo)

● Cannot be utilised worldwide
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Learning Outcomes

More info about the project More info about Word Up 
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Self-Reflection



The Percentage of Goal Attainment

40-45%



Problem & Solutions

How to find sufficient literature studies? 

Go to the References of a paper highly relevant 
to your research topic 

Use accurate key words to search for information 



The Four Fs of Active Reviewing Cycle

Facts:

Ongoing research project

Findings:
Similar applications (e.g. 
Quizlet) can effectively 
facilitate learners’ L2 
vocabualry learning

Feelings:

Stressful & Challenging 

Future: 
Examine the 
effectiveness of 
applyingWord Up in L2 
vocabulary learning   
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Any questions?



Thank you.


